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Nicholas Penny, FSA is a 
British art historian. Since 

Spring 2008 he has been 
director of the National 

Gallery in London.

Taste and the Antique offers a comprehensive and accessible over-
view of the reception and afterlife of the most famous ancient 
statues discovered in Rome and Italy from the Renaissance to the 
close of the nineteenth century. Before Leonardo’s Mona Lisa, 
Botticelli’s Birth of Venus or Van Gogh’s Sunflowers, sculptures 
like the Laocoön, the Apollo Belvedere or the Medici Venus set 
the taste of artists, connoisseurs and the educated elites of the 
West for almost five centuries. Reproduced in every possible me-
dia for gardens and palaces throughout Europe, celebrated by po-
ets and writers from Marino and Byron to Proust and Dickens, 
they served as sources of inspiration for artists as diverse as Mi-
chelangelo, Rubens and Turner. 

Originally published in 1981, Taste and the Antique was hailed by 
Ernst Gombrich as a thought-provoking work that met a ‘long-
felt want’. Reprinted five times since with minor alterations, 
Haskell and Penny’s book has become a classic of art history that 
is still used as the standard reference by scholars and anyone in-
terested in the reception of the classical tradition. 

This new edition offers a complete revision of the original text to 
incorporate updates and new information on the single statues 
and their context in the light of research undertaken in the field 
over the past three decades.
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The Sculpture  
of Tullio Lombardo
By Anne Markham Schulz

In the first book ever devoted to the sculpture of Venice’s 
most famous Renaissance marble carver, Markham Schulz 
integrates all biographical data from primary and secondary 
sources and criticism of every epoch, with her own first-hand 
study of Tullio’s work over the course of forty years, to cre-
ate a comprehensive picture of Tullio’s sculpture - its char-
acteristics and iconography, its sources, development, and 
influence - within the context of Renaissance Venetian art. 
At the same time, she explores Tullio’s relations to his father 
Pietro and his brother Antonio, both renowned sculptors 
in their own right. The text is accompanied by 339 newly 
made and largely full-page illustrations, many of sculptures 
which, on account of their height and inaccessibility, have 
never been photographed before. Thus, every detail of the 
author’s meticulous and pellucid analyses is made manifest 
to the reader by illustrations, which not only meet the most 
exacting standards for the photography of sculpture, but also 
provide a treasury of gorgeous images.

As a gateway to the central Piazza Maggiore and a work of 
singular beauty and elegance, the Neptune Fountain is one 
of Bologna’s most prized artistic gems, recognized by all but 
understood by very few. Richard Tuttle’s monograph rep-
resents the first comprehensive study of this iconic monu-
ment, executed between 1563 and 1567 by the Flemish art-
ist Giambologna and the Sicilian architect Tomaso Laureti, 
that considers all of the complex aspects of its commission, 
planning, execution, iconography, and urban impact. Work-
ing with an extraordinary body of documentary and visual 
materials, Richard Tuttle (1941-2009)—one of the world’s 
foremost authorities on Renaissance Bologna—reveals how 
the fountain was created collaboratively by papal adminis-
trators and artists, how it depended on contemporary hy-
draulic technology, communicated political messages, and 
became an instrument of urban renewal. The book’s broad 
appeal, scholarly rigor, and eloquent writing promise to 
make it an indispensable source on Italian sixteenth-century 
sculpture, architecture and urban planning, as well as a de-
finitive text on this remarkable Renaissance fountain.
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VISTAS is an acronym for Virtual Images of Sculpture in Time And Space. VISTAS 
supports the publication of new scholarship on European sculpture of the late Gothic, 
Renaissance and Baroque periods, 1250-1780. VISTAS produces dual publications, 
one part in print, the other online. 

Founding Trustees:Hester Diamond, Jon Landau, Fabrizio Moretti

Editorial Board:  Francesco Caglioti (Naples), Nicholas Penny (London) and Patricia Rubin (New York)

Each VISTAS publication will include an online component, Vistas Visuals, featuring additional im-
ages and video. High resolution still photographs and panoramic photography or video will present 
sculpture in its setting . Orbital clips will show a sculpture in the round. Time-lapse photography will 
exhibit the effects of changing light on outdoor sculptures. 

Vistas Visuals is available free of charge at www.vistasvisuals.org. The reader is strongly encouraged 
to take advantage of both the print and online platforms.

NEW  
SCHOLARSHIP  
ON SCULPTURE 
1250-1780

Founded in late 2012 by Hester Diamond, Jon 
Landau and Fabrizio Moretti, VISTAS combines 
the highest quality of book publication with state-
of-the-art imaging technologies to support new 
scholarship on European sculpture of the late 
Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque periods.

We are currently inviting submissions of complet-
ed or partially completed manuscripts containing 
new scholarship on European sculpture created 
between the years 1250 and 1780. Authors will 
typically have some academic credentials, but there 
is no specific requirement. VISTAS is interested in 

serious original scholarship about visually signifi-
cant works of art, which may or may not include 
specialized work on new documents or theoretical 
analyses.

Should your manuscript be chosen for publication, 
VISTAS is prepared to organize cutting-edge visu-
als—such as panoramic, orbital or 360˚ photogra-
phy—to accompany your title in print and online.

More information, including submission guide-
lines, can be found on our website at: 
www.vistasonline.org
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Educated in the History of Art 
at Radcliffe College, Harvard 
University, and the Institute 

of Fine Arts, NYU, Anne 
Markham Schulz has taught 

at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago Circle, Brown 

University, and the Università 
Federico II at Naples. 

Educated in the History of Art 
at the University of California 

at Berkeley and Stanford 
University, Richard J. Tuttle 

(1941-2009) taught at Tulane 
University and the Università 

di Bologna.

The Neptune  
Fountain in  
Bologna
Bronze, Marble, and Water in 
the Making of a Papal City
By Richard J. Tuttle

With the participation of Nadia Aksamija &  
Francesco Ceccarelli
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