
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSTABLE, GAINSBOROUGH, TURNER AND THE MAKING OF LANDSCAPE 

 

THE JOHN MADEJSKI FINE ROOMS 

8 December 2012 – 17 February 2013 

 

This December an exhibition of works by the three towering figures of English landscape painting, 

John Constable RA, Thomas Gainsborough RA and JMW Turner RA and their contemporaries, will 

open in the John Madejski Fine Rooms and the Weston Rooms. Constable, Gainsborough, Turner 

and the Making of Landscape will explore the development of the British School of Landscape 

Painting through the display of 120 works of art, comprising paintings, prints, books and archival 

material.  

 

Since the foundation of the Royal Academy of Arts in 1768, its Members included artists who were 

committed to landscape painting. The exhibition draws on the Royal Academy’s Collection to 

underpin the shift in landscape painting during the 18th and 19th centuries. From Founder Member 

Thomas Gainsborough and his contemporaries Richard Wilson and Paul Sandby, to JMW Turner 

and John Constable, these landscape painters addressed the changing meaning of ‘truth to nature’ 

and the discourses surrounding the Beautiful, the Sublime and the Picturesque.   

 

The changing style is represented by the generalised view of Gainsborough’s works and the 

emotionally charged and sublime landscapes by JMW Turner to Constable’s romantic scenes infused 

with sentiment. Highlights include Gainsborough’s Romantic Landscape (c.1783), and a recently 

acquired drawing that was last seen in public in 1950. Constable’s two great landscapes of the 

1820s, The Leaping Horse (1825) and Boat Passing a Lock (1826) will be hung alongside Turner’s 

brooding diploma work, Dolbadern Castle (1800). 

 

To contextualise the landscape paintings of Constable, Gainsborough and Turner, a number of 

paintings by their 18th- century contemporaries Richard Wilson, Michael Angelo Rooker and Paul 

Sandby will be exhibited with prints made after the 17th- century masters whose work served as 

models: Claude, Poussin, Gaspard Dughet and Salvator Rosa. Letters by Gainsborough, Turner’s 

watercolour box and Constable’s palette will also be on display, bringing their artistic practice to life.  

 

ORGANISATION 

Constable, Gainsborough, Turner and the Making of Landscape has been organised by the 

Royal Academy of Arts.  The exhibition is curated by MaryAnne Stevens, Director of Academic 

Affairs, Nick Savage, Head of Collections & Library, Helen Valentine, Curator of Paintings & 

Sculpture and Andrew Wilton, with Annette Wickham and Helena Bonett. 

 

CATALOGUE  

The exhibition will be accompanied by an illustrated booklet that will include an essay by Andrew 

Wilton and introductions to each of the sections of the exhibition.  

 



EXHIBITION OPENING HOURS: 

Open to public:  Monday - Thursday 10am - 4.30pm 

Saturday - Sunday 10am - 6pm 

Late night opening:   Fridays 10am – 10pm 

ADMISSION 

£8 full price; concessions available. RA Friends go free.  

 

TICKETS 

Tickets for Constable, Gainsborough, Turner and the Making of Landscape are available daily at 

the RA or visit www.royalacademy.org.uk. Group bookings: Groups of 10+ are asked to book in 

advance.  Telephone 020 7300 8027 or email: groupbookings@royalacademy.org.uk  

 

ABOUT THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 

The Royal Academy of Arts was founded by George III in 1768. It has a unique position in being an 

independent, privately funded institution led by eminent artists and architects whose purpose is to be 

a clear, strong voice for art and artists.  Its public programme promotes the creation, enjoyment and 

appreciation of the visual arts through exhibitions, education and debate. 

 

The John Madejski Fine Rooms 

The John Madejski Fine Rooms are the former state rooms of Burlington House, originally one of 

London’s great private town mansions. These magnificently restored 18th_century rooms house 

important works from the Royal Academy’s Collection of British art from the last 250 years. 

 

Royal Academy Collections 

The Royal Academy Collection focuses on British art and artists from the 18th century to the present 

day. It is a major resource for the history of British art. Highlights in the Collection include major 

works by Reynolds, Gainsborough, Turner, Constable, Alma-Tadema, Flaxman, Millais, Leighton, 

Waterhouse, Sargent, Spencer and Hockney. The Collection includes paintings, sculptures, 

drawings, prints, architectural designs, historic books, archives, historic photographs and plaster 

casts. All newly elected Royal Academicians donate a work, known as a Diploma Work, to the Royal 

Academy’s Collection. 

 

IMAGES 

Publicity images for Constable, Gainsborough, Turner and the Making of Landscape can be 

obtained from Picselect, the Press Association’s image service for press use.  Please register at 

www.picselect.com and once registered go to the Royal Academy folder in the Arts section of 

Picselect.   

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Sign up to Royal Academy of Arts social media channels.  

www.twitter.com @royalacademy #RALandscape 

www.facebook.com/royalacademy 

 

For public information please print 020 7300 8000 and www.royalacademy.org.uk 

Royal Academy of Arts, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J OBD 

For further press information, please contact Alexandra Heffler at the Royal Academy Press 

Office on tel: 020 7300 5610 or email press.office@royalacademy.org.uk                   17/10/12            


